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MEDITATIONS ON GOD FROM  ISAIAH 40 AND PSALM 145
God calls us to comfort  His people.  I note that this is an imperative, and it denotes God's ownership of us. God's elect are still being comforted by these words today, especially so in the light of fulfilled prophecy. God is the God who is merciful, who transforms alienation into fruitfulness. We see this explicitly in our salvation.

God's glory is manifested  in so many ways in the Bible, and this is yet another way- in the preparation of human hearts for repentance. That is indeed to God's glory and for our good. There is an already and not-yet aspect to this revelation of glory.

God has already come to set His people free, and He continues to do so on an ongoing basis. The Comforter has come and He comforts, largely, by bearing witness to the Truth. One cannot fail to be encouraged by meditating on the greatness of God- all things pale and wither and fall away in the light of His glorious grace. But we need constant reminding of this Truth that sets us free.

God's mighty acts and strength  manifested in both His wrath  and deliverance forms the basis by which we stand in  the victory secured for us. His reward is truly with Him- He alone is worthy to be called our treasure, Lord, and God. The picture of being carried in the bosom of the Lord is reminiscent of the  picture Christ painted when he said "I will take you to my side." This is an image that melts us into a pool of awe and security.

The greatness of the Most High cannot be  comprehended, yet we tend to envision Him in ways that do no justice to His glory. Waiting on Him, we move from grace to grace, progressively apprehending  how hallowed and mighty He is, until one day when we shall see Him as He is. The mouth of the Lord has spoken His Final Word, and this Word is the Word that saves, secures, strengthens, and sanctifies.

What shall we say of such a God? We will exalt Him with great exultation, and extol Him with songs of majesty and praise! Our finite minds will boggle at this exercise, yet it is not  futile. We can and must impart the Truth of God from one generation to the next in a horizontal fashion for the very reason that this Truth has been revealed vertically by the power of the Holy Spirit. What a change will be wrought in ourselves and in the lives of those who hear if we declare with a fire in our bones the mighty acts of God which themselves reveal the glorious nature of God!

The world has attributed a sentimentality and  irksome weakness to God as a substitute for His mighty compassion and  awesome goodness. The Scriptures give us a balanced and wholly true picture of God. He is compassionate, merciful, gracious, provident, tender and good. The world gladly accepts Him on these terms.  His righteousness demands that His goodness is exercised in holiness and in a way that is in keeping with His nature. He is slow to anger,  but he will also destroy the wicked to the  praise of His glory as well. His greatness, awesome acts, holiness, sovereignty, and power are demonstrated as unacceptable by the wicked when they seek to suppress the truth.  He will fulfill the desire of all who fear him- His sovereign love and light  is the only satisfaction those who bear His image can ever know. Our preservation, fulfillment, and satisfaction  are only possible when we apprehend by His grace that it is to His glory, for His glory, and by His glory He makes this a reality. Blessed be the name of the Lord!
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